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fevus apertam 
Iu rabiem coepit verti jocus ——_—— Hor. 


T is very juftly, as well as frequently obfer- 
ved, that if our Nation be ever ruined, it 
muft be by itfelf. The Parties and Divifions 
which reign among us may feveral Ways bring 
DettruGtion upon our Countrey, at the fame 
‘Time that our united Force would be fufiicient 
to fecure us againft all the Attempts of a fo- 
reign Enemy. Whatever Expedients therefore 
can be found to allay thofe Heats and Animoii- 
ties, which break us into different Factions and 
[nterefis, cannot but be ufeful to the Publick, 
aud highly tend to its Safety, Strength, andRe- 
putation. 

This dangerous Diffention among us difco- 
vers itfelf in all the moft indifferent Circum- 
{tances of Life. We keep it up, and cherifhit 
with as much Pains, as if it were a kind ot 
National Bleffing. It infinuates itfelf into all 
our Difcourfes, mixes in our Parties of Ples- 
fure, has a Share in our Diverfions, and is an 
Ingredient in moft of our publick Entertan- 
ments. 

I was not long agoat the Play call’d Sir Conrtly 
Nice, where to the eternal Reproach of good 
Senfe, I found the whole Audience had very 
gravely ranged themfelves into two Parties, U- 
der Hot-head and Leftimony. Hot-head was the 
applauded Hero of the Tories, and J. efiimany . 
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lefs the Favourite of the Whigs. Each Party 
followed their Champion. It was wonderful 
to fee fo polite an Affembly diftinguifhing them- 
felves by fuch extraordinary Reprefentatives, 
and avowing their Principles as conformable 
either to the Zeal of Hot-head, or the Modera- 
tion of Te/timony, Thus the two Parts which 
were defigned to expofe the Faults of both Sides, 
and were accordingly received by our Anceftors 
inKing Charles the Second’s Reign, meet with 
akind of San&tion from the Applaufes which 
are re{fpectively beftowed on them by their wife 
Pofterity. We feem to imagine that they were 
written as Patterns for Imitation, not as Objects 
of Ridicule. 

This Humour runs fo far, that moft of our 
late Comedies owe their Guccefs to it. The 
Audience liftens after nothingelfe. I have feen 
little Dicky place himfelf with great Approba- 
tion at the Head of the Tories for five A&s to- 
gether, and Pizky efpoufe the Intereft of the 
Whigs with no lefs Succefs. I du not find that 
either Party has yet thrown themfelves under 
the Patronage of Scaramouch, or that Harle- 
quinhas violated that Neutrality, which, upon 
his late Arrival in Great Britain , he profeffed 
to both Parties, and which it is thought he wil! 
punctually obferve, being allowed on all Sides 
to be a Man of Honour. Itis true, that upon 
his firft Appearance, a violent Wig Tradefman 
in the Pit begun to compliment him with a 

lap, as overjoyed to fee him mount a Lad- 
Pn and fancying Him to be dreft in a Highland 

ad. 


I queftion not but my Readers wil! be fur- 
prifed to find me animadverting on a Praétice 


that has been always favourable to the Caute 
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which now prevails. The Briti/b Theatre was 
Whig even in the worft of Times; and inthe laf 
Reign did not fcruple to teftify its Zeal for the 
Good of our Countrey, by many magnanimous 
Claps in its lower Regions, anfwered with loud 
Huzzas from the upper Gallery. This good 
Difpofition is fo much heightened of late, that 
the whole Neighbourhood of the Drury-laneThe- 
ater very often fhakes with the Loyalty of the 
Audience. It is faid, that a young Author, 
who very much relies on this prevailing Hu- 
mour, is now writing a Farce to be called 4 
Match out of Newgate, in Allufion to the Title 
of a Comedy called A Match in Newgate; and 
that his chief Perfon is a round-fhoulder’d Man 
with a pretty large Nofe and a wide Mouth, 
making his Addreffes to a lovely black Woman 
that paffes for a Peerefs of Great Britaim. In 
fhort, the whole Play is built upon the late E- 
{cape of General Forffer, who is fuppofed upon 
the Road to fall in Love with my Lord Nithy- 
dale, whom the Ingenious Author imagines to 
be ftill in his Riding-Hood. 
But notwithftanding the good Principles of 
a Britifo Audience inthis one Particular, 1t were 
to be wifhed that every thing fhould be banith- 
ed the Stage which has a Tendency to exalpe- 
rate Men’s Minds, and enflame that Party Rage 
which makes us fuch a miferable and divided Peo- 
ple. And that in the firft Place, becaufe fuch 
a Proceeding as this difappoints the very De- 
fign of all publick Diverfions and Entertain- 
ments. The Inftitution of Sports and Shews 
was intended by all Governments, to turn off the 
Thoughts of the People from bufying themfelves 
im Matters of State, which did not belong to 
them; to reconcile them to one another by the 
: common 
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common Participations of Mirth and Pleafure}; 
and to wear out of their Minds that Rancour 
which they might have contracted by the interfe- 
ring Views of Intereftand Ambition. It would 
therefore be for the Benefit of every Society, 
that is difturbed by contending Factions, to en- 
courage fuch innocent Amufements as may thus 
difembitter the Minds of Men, and make them 
mutually rejoice in the fame agreeable Satisfa- 
Gions. When People are accuftomed to fit to- 
gether with Pleafure, it is a Step towards Re- 
conciliation: But as we manage Matters, our 
politeft Affemblies are like boifterous Clubs, that 
meet over a Glafs of Wine, and before they have 
done, throw Bottles at one another’s Heads. 
Inftead of multiplying thofe defirable Oppor- 
tunities where we may agree in Points that are 
indifferent, we let the Spirit of Contention in- 
to thofe very Methods that are not only foreign 
to it, but fhould in their Nature difpofe us to 
be Friends. This our Anger in our Mirth is 
like Poifon in.a Perfume, which taints the Spi« 
rits inftead of chearing and refrefhing them. 
Another manifeft Inconvenience which arifes 
from this Abufe of publick Entertainments, is, 
that it naturally deftroys the Tafte of an Audi- 
ence. Ido not deny, but that feveral Perfor- 
mances have been juftly applauded for their Wit, 
which have been written with an Eye to this pre- 
dominant Humour of the Town: But it is vi- 
fible even in thefe, that it is not the Excellence, 
but the Application of the Sentiment, that has 
raifed Applaufe. An Author is very much dif- 
appointed to find the beft Parts of his Producti- 
ons received with Indifference, and to fee the 
Audience difcovering Beauties which he never 
intended. The Adtors, in the midit of an in- 
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nocent old Play, are often ftartled with unex. 
pected Claps or Hiffes; and do not know whe- 
ther they have been talking like good Subjedts, 
or have fpoken Treafon. In fhort, we feem 
ta have fuch a Relith for Fa&tion, as to have 
loft that of Wit; and are fo ufed to the Bit- 
ternefs of Party Rage, that we cannot be grati- 
fied with the higheft Entertainment that has not 
this kind of Seafoning in it. But as no Work 
muft expect to live long, which draws all its 
Beauty from the Colour of the Times; fonei- 
ther can that Pleafure be of greater Continuance, 
which arifes from the Prejudice or Malice of 
its Hearers. 

To conclude; Since the prefent Hatred and 
Violence of Parties is founfpeakably pernicious 
to. the Community, and none can do a Better 
Service to their Countrey than thofe who ule 
their utmoft endeavours to extinguifh it, we 
may reafonably hope, that the more elegant Part 

f the Nation will give a good Example to 
the reft; and put an end to fo abfurd and 
foolifh.a Pra@ice, which makes our moft re- 
fined Diverfions detrimental to the Publick, 


and, in a particular Manner deftructive of al} 
Politenefs. 


